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             2021-22  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

After a very strange year we are once again embarking on an AGM.  We take this 
event very seriously since it helps to focus our minds and highlights activities.  
Focusing the mind during a Pandemic, can be particularly difficult.  Focusing our 
activities is no less daunting, particularly as SCAVA has temporarily lost its home.  
The Art Gallery has always been our centre of interest and being under total 
renovation means we do not have the use of our primary exhibition space and are 
making do with whatever space or event which comes our way.  We are being 
particularly opportunistic in our approach to everything, piggy backing or joining 
every event which crosses our path.  Having investigated many alternative indoor 
exhibition spaces we find them either too expensive, too small or too dark. (One 
even quoted R150 per hour)   So we beg forgiveness of our members and hope they 
will bear with us and be loyal to us until the end of this 2022 calendar year when we 
can start off with a bang in the Sayers Art Gallery in the George Museum. 

FINANCE    We are again fortunate to report that the financial statement for the year 
ending 30th May 2022 reflect the continued healthy financial state thanks to Bill 
Bennett who looks after our affairs with diligence and to our not being able to spend 
much of the fund during the past year due to our non participation in expensive 
outlay, again due to Covid and the lack of our Art Gallery. 

MEMBERSHIP     Our membership increases regularly.  We find that we are now 
recognised as a body of influence in the Southern Cape Art world.     Artists are now 
seeking us out, requesting membership and information and word of mouth is still a 
powerful tool in our arsenal.    We now have a spread from Riversdale to Knysna and 
inland to Prince Albert.  It particularly pains me not to be able to offer a wonderful 
exhibition space to such deserving members, old and new.    

MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS   The number of artists who claim SCAVA membership 
in some form or other now stands at 128 artists.  This is an incredible number 
(although we know that there are at least another 300 artists out there who we have 
not yet garnered into our fold).  To be brutally honest, of the 128 people on our 
books, and on our various mailing lists, there is only a small nucleus of members 
(approx. 50 to 60) who regularly pay their annual membership fee. 

FEES    Our annual fee should remain the same:  unchanged at R200.  Because of 
Covid and now because we do not have a home Gallery, we have been lenient in not 
being tough with non paying members.  Once Covid is no more and once we get our 
gallery up and running we will cease to be lackadaisical, create a mercenary attitude 
and be diligent in the collection of membership fees to boost our funds.  Next week 
we will send out a newsletter and a pro forma invoice to every artist requesting this 
fee.  Success in this quarter would lead to our employing an intern to staff our 
Gallery on a permanent basis.  Discussion on this subject under Clause 9 – Any 
Other Business. 

COMMITTEE    Firstly we would thank our valiant Committee.  We had10 committed 
members until Barbara Benjamin resigned.   Barbara has not gone away, she still 
prepares beautiful layout for us.    I now request you to confirm Tanja Lategan in the 
position of Deputy Chair and she and I can still fulfil the position of Secretary until 
someone comes forward to take it on.  She is making great strides in her art, is 
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represented by a gallery in Pretoria, partakes in every event in the area but needs to 
strengthen her position in our organisation to make the most of all the contacts she is 
forming.  I have seen enormous potential in Tanja as a future leader of SCAVA and 
when she is willing perhaps we can persuade her to take over my roll.   

In the meantime, my roll has changed.  I am no longer able to physically hang 
paintings in the gallery and the ‘bring and hang system’ will still apply.  But there 
should be someone who has overall leadership at every exhibition so that we can 
make every exhibition zing with excitement.  That needs personal input from one 
person in charge.   We have been leaning rather heavily on Lynda Murison and her 
husband and hope she would like to continue with assistance from Colin Burgess.    I 
can give more time to encouraging activities between member, for instance during 
the past 2 years I noticed that there is no contact between artists in Mossel Bay.  I 
would very much like to see those artists getting together at least once per month to 
exchange ideas or assist each other.  I would like to see some interested parties 
from Plett get involved in SCAVA in some way.  The distance to Plett has kept them 
together as an insular grouping but if any of our present members has any contacts 
or influence with the Plett artists please come forward and assist. 

I feel that each town or region should be represented on our Committee.  After 
persuading Lynda Murison and Carole Durrant to join the Committee to represent all 
the artists in Great Brak River and Wilderness,   Colin Burgess, recently made 
Chairman of the Sedgefield Art Society,  will represent all the artists in Sedgefield. If 
approved, our Committee will rise to 11 members.   I would like to persuade 
someone from each town to follow suit.  So if this interests any person who reads 
this, please come forward.  I would also like to see one or two younger artists join 
our Committee.  We do not need a huge committee, and could look at sub 
committees for certain facets, i.e. one which favours exhibitions, or another which 
favours art education in the form of encouraging workshops etc.  Advertising is 
another, membership is yet another.  The list is endless if we let it grow.   

For now we will continue to piggy back anyone and everyone who is organising any 
event in our area.  We are all willing to co-operate and join in at every occasion.  
When Covid is gone we should look to socialise more.  And to that end we look for 
leadership in our loyal Committee member, Susan Alexander who has always taken 
care of catering. 

GALLERY   You will all be very impressed with the changes to the Art Gallery.  We 
have new lighting, new flooring, new fire escapes, new paint, new kitchen, spruced 
up bathrooms…..in fact new everything.  Even granite tops.  Lorinda Hakimi, 
Manager of the George Museum is overseeing every facet of the renovation.  And 
believe me, she is on our side and can’t wait for us to open our first exhibition there.     

ART LIBRARY   Lorinda has given the go ahead to establish our art library. She 
even volunteered to install a locked cupboard for us to start off.   Some books have 
come from the late Spies Venter’s personal library.   I thought we would be unique in 
having an art library but when I visited the Old Gaol in Knysna and saw their Library I 
was indeed very envious.      Now artists are notoriously bad at returning art books.  
They are notoriously bad at returning books in good condition so we will install a 
strict Library Borrowing Scheme, books will be signed out and condition noted when 
they are returned.  If not returned, an invoice will be sent for a replacement.  Anyone 
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wanting to donate a book or books, please speak to me.   Any member wanting to 
take charge of the Library please also come forward.  

ART EDUCATION  There is need for art education of a high standard from qualified 
art teachers. There is also movement amongst our members to organise art lectures, 
workshops and art retreats.  A list is being created for distribution. 

HACKED   My e-mail has been hacked.  A new e-mail address has been put in 
place.  I cannot use my name since the hacker opened many new e-mail addresses 
using my name and other service providers. Anyone getting an e-mail in my name 
please ignore,  the new address has to be totally anonymous,  it is: 
awesomeart88@yahoo.com  

SANAVA (for those who do not know) is our parent body.  We are one of 34 
branches.  They are currently hold their own AGM and many of their top people are 
having to step down, having served their allotted 2 terms.   I intend to approach 
SANAVA’s new Board when they have settled down with a few suggestions on how 
they can better interact with us as a branch and how the branches should interact 
with each other. Last year one of the Gauteng branches sought our help to re-
invigorate their members and kick start their programme.    And recently I heard that 
we are one of their more active branches.  Covid has not only had an adverse effect 
on our art activities, our whole nation has yet to pull up its socks.  There is apathy 
everywhere and we must rise above it.   

The Paris apartments are booked up for 2023 and 2024.  Because 2025 is too far off 
they do not want to take bookings yet.  I am still trying to secure 4 places for 2025 
but have been told to be patient.  SANAVA planned to hold an exhibition in Pretoria 
in June for our branches, now postponed.    Each branch was asked to nominate 5 
artists who would send one painting each.    I was heartsore because we have many 
many superlative artists who would only be too happy to send paintings.  But their 
number was limited because of space constraints.  They expected 170 pieces of art 
no bigger than 60 x 60.  

COMPARISON.    I tell you this because I wish everyone to really appreciate our 
good fortune in having the Sayers Hall Art Gallery in the George Museum.  We 
usually accommodate up to 250 pieces of art annually at the open art competition.  
We also accommodate some giant sized artwork.  We have just about got one of the 
best galleries in South Africa so please artists let’s make the most of it when it 
comes back on track.  I would like to get full backing from everyone to make sales of 
paintings a great success in the future.   We need to retain some of our art here on 
the Southern Cape & Karoo instead of it all being exported out of the area. 


